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CONGKKttSlONAL.
In the Senate, yesterday, a resolution was

adopted, at the instance of Mr. Brodhead,
directing the Committee on Finance to iuquire
into the expediency of reporting the general
appropriation bill*, or adopting other measures
wilh a view of obtaining more speedy action
on those bills ; the object being to avoid the
evils of night sessions, and to insure proper
action in the premises. An adjournment until
Thursday took place.

In the House of Representatives, four in¬
effectual trials were made for the election of a

Speaker. Ninety-eight votes for that purpose
havo, thus far, been taken. The House ad-
jonrned till Wednesday.

THK NKXT PRESIDENCY.
We hope ueither our readers nor Presidential

aspirants, nor their partisans, will be frightened
at the caption of this article. We are not go¬
ing to lead off in favor of any candidate. In
fact, were the power of nomination in our con-

trol as fortunately it is not.the exercise of
it would be a matter of great difficulty, and to
which we would devote much consideration,
ihere are in the Democratic ranks so many
distinguished statesmen of eminent services,
admitted capacity, and elevated patriotism, that
there would be much difficulty in the selection.
While, however, we have neither the wish nor

the right to dictate the candidate, yet there are

certain considerations connected with the ques
tiou in which all true Democrats should feel a

deep interest, and to these general considera¬
tion* we propose to call attention.

In the first place, the next Presidential elec¬
tion will be one of far greater importance than
any which has taken place since the memor¬

able conflict of 1800. It may even be doubted
whether that contest, in its immediate results,
involved higher or more vital consequences.
I he Alien and Sedition laws were dangerous
infractions of the Constitution. The general
tendency of all the movements of the Federal
party were to consolidation and the destruction
of the reserved rights of the States, but it may
well be questioned whether the immediate
effects of their success would have been as dis¬
astrous as would be the success of the fusion
which is now arrayed against the Democratic
p&rty. In the one instance, the wrong done,
admitted of a remedy. Legislative usurpations
might be revoked rights of the States invaded
might be reinstated. In the present case, the
wrong contemplated by the Fusionists, banded
under the name of Republicans, is of a char¬
acter which, once perpetrated, admits of no

remedy. Like applying fire to a magazine, the
explosion becomes a neceesary consequence.
Nothing can prevent it. The sdccess of the
objects avowed by the Black Republicans
would produce a feeling in the South which
could not be controlled. An alienation would
be produced between the two sections disas¬
trous to both, and which could not be modified.
There is, with the most conservative Southern
men we make the declaration with sorrow

and regret.a growing fear that the power of
the Federal Government is destined to be used,
at no very future day, for the destruction of
their institutions. Recent developments have
contributed much to produce this belief. The
success of the Black Republicans in the co\n-
ing Presidential election would change that
fear into conviction j and when that is effected,
it is as idle to talk about Union as it would be
to arrest the course of the "live lighting,"
when it once leaps from the cloud. Black Re¬
publicanism openly avows means and ends, to
which one section of this Union has no more

idea of submitting than it would of submitting
to a change of the government into a mon¬

archy. The corollary from this plain fact
and undoubted state of things is, that the
triumph of the Fusionists would involve the
peace and harmony of the country. The only
party which holds out the slightest prospect of
a triumphant contest with this dangerous er-

ganization, is the Democratic party. Upon
this great party.a party which has saved the
Constitution in so many trying periods.now
rests the solemn responsibility of agiin rescu-

ing it from what we honestly regard as the
fullest peril which has ever yet menaced it.

It is readily seen from this brief synopsis of
matters that the harmony of the Democratic
party is a drtideratum of the most important
character, for, without that harmony, Black
Republicanism may succeed. We do not be¬
lieve that npon any matter of civil or religious
liberty, or even of constitutional construction,
there exists among us such a diversity of
opinion as is at all likelyto produce disorgani
zation. If there be any dissensions, they will
result from the straggle between the friends of
the different leading statesmen for the Presi¬
dential nomination. This is the only rock
upon which the Democracy are in the slightest
danger of splitting. And we appeal to the
friends of all the expectants not to suffer their
zeal Cor their respective favorites to mislead
them into a position jeoparding the harmo¬
nious action of the party. If the Democratic
army remains united, various and apparently
dangerous as are the combinations against it,
we feel absolutely certain of its triumphant
success. But, if in advocating the claims of
special favorites, they permit their personal or
local attachment* to seduce them into assaults
upon other aspirants, and thus produce crimi¬
nation and recrimination, the consequences
must be serious not only to their special pets,
but also to the Democracy, and more than
both to the peace, harmony, and quiet of the
country. The elevation of a particular perso
nal or political friend is unquestionably an ob¬
ject which appeals to the instincts of generous
natures, and is well calculated to elicit the
energies and exertion of such. But it should
be remembered that the interests of the coun¬

try are of vital moment.that the good of the
country is inseparably interwoven with the
harmony of the Democratic party, and that it
should not be jeoparded causelessly or from
any motive of advancing individual aspirations.
Let the Democratic party remain united.let
bickerings and criminations be avoided.Jet
the struggle for the Presidential nomination
be conducted in a kind and brotherly spirit.

aud, above all aud paramount to all, lei the
great, leadiug, aud cardiual landmarks of prin¬
ciple be uuCompromisiugly adhered to, aud we

have au abiding confidence that victory will
perch upon our standard.that the interest** aud
honor of the country, the peace and union of
the Statea, uow at serious a^id alarming haz¬

ard, will be preserved. But if a contrary spirit
should actuate the friends of the different
Presidential aspirants.if the Democratic party
should permit itself to become disorganized.
we wish not to lift the veil, aud those who con*

tribute to it will ever regret the calamities their
misguided conduct produced.

THJK OaOANlZATIOH.
The organization deems as far off as ever it

was, and yet Congress is in the sixth week of
its session. We have so often pointed out
what we humbly consider the mode, and the
only mode of effecting an organization, that
we do not propose making any additional sug¬
gestions at the present time. We feel satisfied
that the Democratic party in the House has
done its duty, and we furthermore have the
satisfaction of believing that the Democratic
masses of the country approve its action. The
Democrats have adhered to their principles and
to their candidate. 'No one can blame them
for doing so, since in point of numerical force
they exceed all, save one, of the political divis¬
ions of the House. Of course, under such
circumstances, it is and ought to be understood
that the Democracy can vote for no man but a

Democrat for Speaker. But there is a heavy
responsibility somewhere for the long con¬

tinued failure to organize. The country be¬
gins to grow sick and tired of a National Le¬
gislature that can do nothing in the shape of
legislation. If Congress can, without detri¬
ment to the public interest, sit for weeks and
months without accomplishing any result, then
indeed, would it seem that its sessions might
very properly be shortened. This would be a

great saving of money to the people, and at
the same time a saving of frantic displays of
Abolition oratory.

ifirwe shall endeavor, as soon as possible,
to commence, in the Sentinel, the publication
of the Reports of the Heads of Department*,
aa also such other public documents as we

deem of sufficient interest to our readers.
It is unfortunate that our public functionaries

make their reports and documents as long as

they do. Brevity is, perhaps, more desirable in

papers of State, than in any other sort of wri¬
tings, for they are not read as books, plays,
novels and poems are read, for the excitement
and interest they create, but for the sole pur
pose of geting information. Seldom, indeed, is
it that an official report, unless it be of a

battle, can be called interesting. Such docu¬
ments are certainly not interesting to the mul¬
titude. They are usually, nay, almost univer¬
sally, read from a sense of duty, and a feeling of
relief is experienced when the task is finished.

Nearly all ofour public functionaries, as well
in the States, as under the Federal Govern¬
ment, commit the error of which we speak.
It is usual for a Governor's message to occupy
one wholeside of a large and closely printed
newspaper; and as for the smaller country
sheets, they either have to exclude such docu¬
ments altogether from their columns, or else
surrender their whole space to them. Thirty-
one such annual messages would make a large
Tolume, and coming out, as they usually do,
about the same time, the reading of them would
be quite a serious undertaking for any one.

The deepest, indeed, the only fall of
bqow deserving the name, took place Saturday.
Yesterday, the merry ringing of sleigh bells
was heard in every part of the city, and sleighs
of every variety of form and appearance were

seen dashing through every street. This agreea¬
ble and exhilirating exercise was indulged in
by numbers of ladies and gentlemen, who, pro¬
tected by comfortable wrappings and luxurious
furs, bade defiance to the ruffian blasts of
winter. But while snow affords an agreeable
amusement, to those who can afford to hire
sleighs and horses, it is a great hardship on

the poor. Without proper clothing, without
fuel, and without provisions, they indeed be¬
come objects of commisseration. It would be
well, at such a season as this, for the rtch to
think of their poor neighbors, and contribute
to their relief.

Supreme Court of the United States.

Mosday, January 7, 1856.
No. 6. Joel Wright, vs. Schuyler H. Matti-

son. In error to the Circuit Court of the United
States, for the District of Illinois. Mr. Justice
Daniel delivered the opinion of the Court, re¬

versing the judgment of the said Circuit Court,
with costs, and remanding the cause with di¬
rections to award a ventre Jacias de novo.

No. 34. William Jones et al. plaintiffs in
error, vs. William S. Johnston. The argument
of this cause was continued by Mr. Lawrence,
for the defendent in error, and concluded by
Hon. Iieverdy Johnson, for the pluintiffs in
error.

No. 36. Josiah S. Griffith, et al, plaintiffs in
error, vs. John B. Bogert, et al. The argu¬
ment of this cause was commenced by Hon.
J. J. Crittenden, for the plaintiffs in error.

AdjouAied until to-morrow 11 o'clock.

The Japan Treaty.
Commodore Perry in a note to the New

York Board of Trade acknowledging the com¬

plimentary presentation of a service of plate,
¦ays in relation to the Japan treaty:
The treaty, with its notes of explanation, I

had supposed could not be misconstrued. It is
not a "commercial treaty," but one of amity and
partial intercourse for trade, and this was all
that it was possible to obtain at first. Pre¬
cisely such a compact as ours has been thought
worthy of imitation by three of the great Powers
of Europe, and it should be recollected that its
yth article contains a stipulation, granting to
the United States "without any consultation or
delay'' whatever superior privileges or advan¬
tages may at any future time be conceded to
any other nation or nations.
When the treaty a as forwarded by me to

our government to be submitted by the Presi¬
dent, if he saw fit, to the Renate, for ratifica¬
tion, notes accompanied it, explanatory of my
motives and actions; on article 9th I wrote as
follows:

"This is a most important article, as there
can be little doubt that on hearing of the suc¬
cess of this mission, the English, French, and
Rusaians will follow our example; and it maybe reasonable to suppose that each will gain
some additional advantage until a commercial
treaty is accomplished. Article nine will giveAmericans, without further consultation, all
these advantages."
The result has proved the correctness of myanticipations as to the other Powers. Englandand Russia have both followed our example.The compact of England, as one of her officers

states, "says nothing about commerce," while

that of Russia copies ours exactly, with the
siugle alteration of the substitution of the port
of Nagisacki for that of Napha iu Lew Chew.
Franco was seekiug to make a similar compact,
and I presume has ere this succeeded. No
person on earth could by mere friendly negoti¬
ation have induced Japan at the time to make
a general treaty of commerce wih any nation,
ignorant as its governuieut and people were of
the laws which govern international commer
cial relations.

From the National lutelligenoer of yesterday.
Eltliuat* of tbc Agricultural IVoduetK of

the l ulled gtatc*.

We have been obligingly furnished from the
Pateut Office with the subjoined interesting
approximate estimate of the Agricultural Pro¬
ducts of the United States for the year 1855,
made up from the most authentic accessible
data by D. J. Browne, esq., the efficient Super¬
intendent of the Agricultural Division of ibe
Bureau. It may be here stated that if there
be any error in the estimate, it is in falling be¬
low rather than above the truth, either in the
quantity or value of the products:

VEGETABLE PRODUCTS.

Valuation. Total value.
Indian corn 600,000,000 bu.ih, at 60 cl», $360,300,000
Wheat 165,000,000 do at $1.50, 217,.000,000
Rye 14,000,000 do at 1.00, 14,000,000
Barley 6,600,000 do at 90 eta, 5,040,000
Oat* 170,000,000 do at 40 eta, 68,000,000
Buckwheat 10,000,000 do at 50 eta, 5,000,01*0
Po t a t o e a

(all sorts). 110,000,000 do at37cta, 41,000.000
Flaxseed.. 58,000 do at$1.23, 72.500
Beans and
peas 9,500,000 do at 2.00, 10,000,000
Clover and
grass .seed 1,000,000 do at 3.00, 3,000,000
Rice 250,000,000 lb#, at 4 els, 10,000,000
Sugar,cane 505,000.000 do at 7 eta, 35,350,000
Sugar (ma¬
ple) 31,000,000 do at Sets, 2,720,000

Molasses.. 14,000,000 galls at 30 ets, 4,200,000
Wine 2,500,000 do at$l 2,500,000
Hops 3,500,000 lbs. at 15 cts, 525.000
Orchard products 25,000,000
Garden products 50,000,000
Tobacco... 190,000,000 do atlOctn, 19.000,000
Cotton... 1,700,000,000 do at Sets, 136,000,000
Hemp 31,500 tons, at $100, 3,450,000
Flax 800,000 lbs. atlOcts, 80,000
Hay and
fodder.... 16,000,000 tons, at $10 160,000,000
Pasturage 143,000,000
DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS.

Valuation. Total value.
Horned cattle 21,000,000, at $20 each, $420,000,000
Horses, asses,
and mules., ft.100,000, at 60each, 306,600,000
Sheep 23,500.000, at 2 each, 47.000,000
Swine 32,000.000, at 5 each, 160,000,000
Poultry 20,000,000
Slaughtered animals 200,000.000
Butter nnd
cheese 500,000,000, lbs, at 15 cts, 75,000,000

Milk, (exclu¬
sive of that
urfid for but¬
ter and
cheese).. 1,000,000,000 gal, at 10 cts, 100.000,000
Wool 60,000,000 lbs. at 35 cts, 21,000,000
Beeswax and
honey 16.000,000 do. at 15 cts, 2,400,000

Silk cocoons.. 5,000 do. at $1, 5,000

From the Richmond Dispatch of the Olh.
Melancholy Death of a Member of the

Legislature.
We regret to announce the death of Dr. Wil¬

liam H.Ilarding, the delegate from the coun¬
ties of Lancaster and Northumberland. He
died yesterday at the Powhatan House, under
the following distressing circumstances: Dr.
H. had been laboring for some five or six days
under a severe attack of Pheumonia, which
had left him in a vety week condition, though
Dr. Pollard, his attending physician, considered
the disease conquered, ana his patient rapidly
recovering. A gentle cathartic being deemed
proper yesterday morning, Dr. P. suggested
the citrate of Magnesia, a modern preparation,
not much used in the country, but very popu¬
lar in cities. Dr. P. prepared a prescriptimi
for the magnesia and for some morphine.the
latter to be used externally upon a blister,
which was painful and which had been much
soothed by the application of this medicine.
Dr. P. directed the servant to bring the modi-
cine to his office; but instead of this he took it
to the room of the patient. Dr. P. returned to
his office about 11 o'clock, and not finding the
medicine there, concluded that the servant had
not returned, and stepped out again, thinking
an hour later time enough to give the medicine.
Returning in an hour and still not finding the
medicine, he went to the patient's room, and,
to his great surprise, found him in a narcotic
condition. He found the bottle of magnesia
about half full and the paper which had con¬
tained the morphine, with the superscription
"to be used externally." emptied. The servant
who brought the medicine stated that the
patient had emptied the powder into the bottle,
after which he drank half of it The paper
contained 30 grains of morphine. So be had
taken fifteen.

Dr». Pollard and Deane immediately com¬
menced the proper' treatment. The stomach
pump was used, the stomach successfully
emptied, and everything that could be done
was tried to resusciate the patient-, but in vain,
deatl) ensued about four o'clock.

It is supposed that Dr. Harding, who had
not seen the prescription, and who was not ac¬

quainted with the Citrate of Magnesia, con¬
cluded that the paper coptained some acidu¬
lated powder to be thrown into it. He was

feeble, and it is conjectured that without the
thoughtfulness or care he might have observed
in a more energetic condition, he threw in the
powder not observing the superscription upon
paper.Dr. Harding was about thirty-five or forty
years of age, and was an amiable and most
estimable gentleman. The sad circumstances
of his death will add to the sorrow of his rela¬
tives and friends. The usual marks of respect
for his memory as a member of the Legislature
will be paid to-day.

The L*t« Senator Berrien.

We hare already briefly recorded the death
of the Hon. John McPheraon Berrien, for so

many years a distinguished Senator of the
United States from the State of Georgia. The
Augusta Constxtutwnaliii says:
Judge Berrien was born in New Jersey, on

the 23d August, 1781, during the temporary
residence of nis parents there. He had gradu¬
ated at Princeton College, in 1796, and was
admitted to practice law in Augusta, in 1799.
In 1810, he was elected Judge of the Eastern
District, which position he held nearly eleven
vears. In 1822-3, he represented Chat¬
ham county, in the State Senate. In 1824,
he was elected to the Senate of the United
States. In 1829, during General Jackson's
administration, he was appointed Attorney
General of the States, but resigned in 1831.
In 1840, he was elected United States Senator,
and in 1847 again re-elected, but resigned in
May, 1852, and retired to private life.

In his public relations, while necessarily sub¬
ject to the vicissitudes which attend all who
participate in the strife of politics and the
ebbing and flowing of public sentiment, he
maintain«d the respect of all parties.

Kleetlon of Governor In Maine.

AcoraTA, Maine, January 4,.The Legisla¬
ture to day elected Judge Wells, an old line
Democrat, Governor of the State. He re¬
ceived 88 votes in the House, and 21 in the
Senate.
The Governor elect was immediately inau¬

gurated, after which he sent in a message, in
which he acquiesces in the Nebraska bill,
takes strong ground against the prohibitory
law ; recommends a license system ; condemns
the alien and naturalization laws, and the per¬
sonal liberty bill. The balance refers to local
matters.

(£ o n § r t s s i o n a 1.*
THIIM'Y-FOK KTI1 CONGKttM.

jriBST atssioif.

Saturday, January 5,
The Senate did not hit to-day.

House of KcpieseiitaUvts.
The House met at 12, in.
The journal of yesterday was read and ap-

proved.
Mr. ETHLRIDGE rose, and, after some com¬

plimentary remarka to Messrs. Banks, Richakd-
son, Fullkk, uud I'knnington, went ou to show
that the popular sentiment was decidedly in favor
of the electiou of a Speaker who was not a sec-

tionalist, and placed in nomination the name of
John S. Millson, of Virginia, who, he said, was
not ol>jectiouable to either the anti-Nebraska or
American sentiment of the House, having op¬
posed that leulure in the Kansas and Nebraska
bill which related to alien suffruge, uud then
voted against the measure itself. Besides, this
gentleman hud not taken part in the Democratic
caucus which nominated Mr. Richardson, aud,
therefore, was the more acceptable

Mr. BROOM remarked that ninety-two ballots
had been taken without the slightest prospect of
any result. The House had heard much in re¬
gard to lht> position which dilferent parlies and
different individuals had assumed in this contest.
He thought that this was the appropriate time to
remind gentlemen of the House that the para¬
mount issue upou which they had been elected
to represent tke will of constituencies who com-
posed a majority of the people of this nation was
the American issue. The American people had
maue it so, and those who had been electad to
Congress us American* had been sent here as

representatives of that principle, and not of Free-
soilisui, which was nn entirely subordinate issue.
It seemed strange, then, that those who had been
so elected would now, at this particular juncture,
desert their principles, and he trusted that a
month's experience spent in successive ballotings
had (.onviuced them that the only issue upon
which they could stand in this House was that to
which they owed their seats. He, therefore, ap¬
pealed to them to change their position, and come
back to the main principle, and see if a majority
of Americans, upon that principle, could not suc¬
ceed in bringing the House to an organization.
He thought that every intelligent representative
knew that there could be no legislation had upou
the subject of slavery, either as to its extension
in the Territories or as to the restoration of the
Missouri Compromise. If such a measure was
even to pass the House it would be defeated in
the Senate, and if it should pass both the Senate
and House it would be defeated by a veto when
it reached the executive chair; so that this con¬
test was a waste of energy and the public trea¬
sure, and they were meeting day after day, and
engaging in fruitless efforts to organize the House,
when, if they came together as Americans irre¬
spective of that issue, they would be able to
Bgree. He said that it was the only alternative
either to pursue that course or adopt the resolu-
lution which he would now submit:

Resolved, That the friends and supporters of the
prominent candidates for the speakership be, and
they are hereby, requested to withdraw them from
the further consideration and action of this House,
and that the members representing the different
parties ou this floor are hereby requested to meet
together and appoint a committee of live from
each, with a view of electing a conservative mem¬
ber of ihis House as a compromise candidate for
Speaker.

[Great laughter.]
Mr. MILLSON had desired to take the floor

immediately on the close of the remarks of the
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Etheridqe,]
nnd would have done so had he not lost the op¬
portunity by being engaged in conversation at the
time with two friends, who were endeavoring in¬
effectually to move him from that position which
he thought it necessary to assume. He had come
into the hall while the gentleman from Tennessee
was addressing the House, and was engaged in
speculating as to the object that gentleman had in
view, when he was surprised.he would not saystartled.at the announcement of his own name
as a candidate for the speakership. He hopedthat he would be allowed to appeal most urgently
to the gentleman to withdraw the nomination.
That gentleman must be aware that he stood here
associated with his political friends in an honest
effort to elect the honorable gentleman from Illi¬
nois [Mr. Richardson] as Speaker of the House,and that the very considerations which had pre¬vailed upon the gentleman to place his name be¬
fore this body would be, in the estimation of manyof the gentlemen with whom he was acting, a
grave objection. That while there was no proba¬bility of the nomination meeting with any succesa,it would be placing him in a painful position, and
he asked the gentleman to withdraw his name as
a candidate for the distinguished post of Speaker.Alter some further conversation between Mr.
ETHERIDGE and Mr. MILLSON,
Mr. ETHER1DGK withdrew the name of that

gentleman reserving himself the privilege of vo¬
ting for him.

Mr. STEPHENS was opposed to the re«olu-
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr.Hroox] The House could not be organized in
that way, in hia judgment, and if it could, iit would
not be a good method. He wished to reply to the
gentleman,.however, who had said that the Ame¬
rican party in this House had been elected on the
American principles as paramount to all others,and that therefore they ought to organize theHouse upon that basin. He did not know the
strength of that party in the House. The gentle¬
man from Kentucky (Mr. Marshall] had some
days ago informed themthat there was a majority
on the floor of the House belonging to that party,and who could organize upon the principles of
that party; but what a spectacle would have been
presented to the House and the country if an or¬
ganization had been effected on such b basis as
that? There might be a inajoiity in favor of the
principles of that party ; but, if so, there were
only about thirty-six votes, all told, cast for the
gentleman from Pennsylvania |Mr. Fitller] and
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Mar¬
shall,} and but six of those votes from the entireNorth. The remainder of the party, consisting of
al»out two-thirds or three-fourths of the whole,stood in solid phalanx against one whole sectionof the Union. If this was the American party,what a spectacle did it present to the country?Might he not appeal to the gentleman from Penn¬
sylvania himself as well as that gentleman'*southern associates, and ask them, if that partyhad become so corrupt in its beginning, when it
wss only two years old, as to stsnd arrayed in
solid phalanx against one section of the Union,whether it ougiit not to be put down? He was,therefore, opposed to the organization of theHouse u|>on the basis of the principles of a partyso oi^anized and so constituted. The gentlemanhad said that the American party in the House
had been elected upon the principles of that party
paramount to all others, lie did not know and
could not say anything against that; but, so far
as his own election was concerned, he would aaythat he had been elected upon the principle of
maintaining the Constitution of the United States
in all its length, breadth, and depth, every clause
and every section, as paramount to allother ques-
tiona.
Mr. BROOM. The gentlemen will permit me

to say, and so was I.
Mr. STEPHENS said that, aa he understood

the principlea of that party.and he nuked the
geirtleman to set h«m right if he made any mistake,
because the outsider* had only the benefit of the
little glimmerings of light that shot through the
secret caves and dark lantern* of that parly.it
set out by directing that no memlwr of that partyshould ever vote for any m«n who wm not a
native American and in favor of Americans ruling
America, nor should he vote for a Roman Catholic.
He asked the gentleman if that wns not the cornei-
stone of that party? If ao, perhaps it was the
reason why aome gentlemen could not vote for
Mr. Richardson. True, that gentleman waa a
native-born American, and whs not a Roman
Catholic; buthe wns not in favor of Americans
ruling America to the exclusion ofall foreign-borncitizens' from office. The constitution of the
country did not exclude these men: and because
his friend Richardson would not assume a position
high above the constitution, and make a test for
office that it never makes, there is an impossible
burner between that gentleman and the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fuller,] and every other
man who was in fa^or of Americans ruling
America, or, in other word*, excluding foreign-
born citizens from office. ^

The next principle of that party, as he under¬
stood it, wns that if one of its members be elected
to office he never shall confer office upon any
foreign born-citizen, or upon a Roman Catholic.
The President would be bound by the principles of
that party.and hound, too, by an oath.never to
appoint a Roman Catholic to office. The gentle¬
man said that he was in favor of maintaining the
constitution of the country. The constitution
snys that no religious test shall ever be required;
but this principle of the American party made it
the duty of the president.of any other individual
elected to office by them, never to appoint a Ro¬
man Catholic to office. That party then, was
based and built up in direct opposition to thin great

principle of the constitution of the United Stale*.
Their obligation* require that a teat shall be made ;
the constitution says that a lest shall never he
required. Now, which obligalioi) would au olhcer,
If elected, comply with.the obligation of the party,
or the obligation of the constitution?

Mr. WHITNEY desired to ask the gentleman
whether be would appoint a man to office whom
he knew entertained political opiuions hostile to
the interest* of this country 1

Mr. STEPHENS. I would not.
Mr. WHITNEY said that that was the basis of

the hostility of the American parly to the papists.
Mr. STEPHENS answered that the gentleman

said that that was the basis of the American party,
and yet it rested upou the principle that no Roman
Catholic should ever be appointed to office; it was
therefore natural to assume that the gentleman
and his party held all Roman Catholics to be ene¬
mies of the country.an institution which he
scorned.
Mr. EUST1S coincided with the gentleman from

Georgia, (Mr. Stephens) in every respect in his
opinions on the subject of this religious test, a«d
the States council of Louisiana had, in the most
formal and emphatic manner, repudiated the action
of the Philadelphia National Convention in the
matter.
Mr. STEPHENS had no doubt that the people

of Ijouisiana hae repudiated that test, as had half
of the other Slates, and they would continue to do
so until the great fabric of Americanism.grow¬
ing small by degrees and beautifully less.would
be extinguished altogether.
A number of short speeches were here deliv¬

ered, among those who participated in the debate
were Messrs. BROOM, SAGE. CAMPBELL,
CAUWALADER, FLORENCE, WALKER,
BOCOCK, COX, READE, KEITT, WASH¬
BURN E of Maine, and H. M. FULLER.
On motion of Mr. EDIE, the resolution ol the

gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. B&oom) was
linally laid on the table.

VOTE FOR SPEAKER.
On liiotion, the House then proceeded to vote

for Speaker.
The Clerk called the roll for the ninety-third

time, with the following result:
Whole number of votes, 219; necessary to a

choice, 110: of these
Mr. Bnnks received 105

Richardson 72
Fuller., 32
Pennington 6
Scattering 4

There being no choice, the House proceeded
to a ninety-fourth vote, with the following result:
Whole number of votes, 210; neeessary to a

choice, 106: of these
Mr. Banks received 98

Richardson 72
l'uller,ofPa 29
Pennington 6
Scattering 5

Ther»> being no choice, the House, on motion of
Mr. GOODE, at half-past four o'clock, adjourned.

Senate.Monday, January 7, 185G.
MEMORIALS, PETITIONS, ETC.

Mr. MASON presented the memorials of Wm.
M. Armstrong, Joseph Myers, and H. H. Rhodes,
complaining of the action of the naval retiring
board, and praying to be restored to their former
positions in the navy ; which were referred to the
Committee on Naval Affairs.
Mr. SEWARD presented additional documents

in the case of Samuel Lockwood, late of the
United Slates navy, who was placed on the re¬
tired list by the action of the late Naval Board ;
which was referred to the same committee

Mr. SUMNER presented two memorials, pray¬
ing an appropriation at an early day for the erec¬
tion of a light house on the southeastern part of
Rock Island; which were referred to the Com¬
mittee on Commerce.
Mr. CULLAMER presented the petition of

Robert Graham, representing one of the heirs of
the late General Arthur St. Clai/, praying to be
indemnified for sacrifices and losses incurred byGeneral St. Clair, in discharging a debt contracted
by him for the use of the Government, while act¬
ing as superintendent of Indian Affairs in the
Northwest Territory ; which was referred to the
Committee of Claims.
Mr. C. also presented the petition of Willia u

Bingham, an oiiiccr in the last war with Great
Britain, praying to be allowed a pension ; which
was referred to the Committee on Pensions.

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED.
Mr. MALLORY submitted a resolution, in¬

structing the Committee on Commerce to inquire
into the expediency of establishing a marine hos¬
pital at Apalachicola, in the State of Florida;
agreed to.

Mr. M. also submitted a resolution, instructingthe Committee on the Judiciary to inquire and
report as to the expediency of providing for ap¬
peals and writs of error from the, district courts
of the United States, in Florida, to the circuit
court; agreed to.

APPROPRIATION BILLS.
On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the following

resolution, submitted by him some time since, was
taken up for consideration:

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be
directed to inquire into the expediency of report¬
ing the appropriation bills for the support of the
government, or adopting other measures with a
view of obtaining more speedy action on said bills.
Mr. BROLiHEAD proceeded to call the atten¬

tion of the Senate to the evils of the night ses¬
sions which occur at the close of every session of
Congrass. Forty or fifty millions of dollars were
appropriated on these occasions, at the hour of
midnight; and that, too, during the absence of
some of the best and most experienced members
of the Senate, in consequence of exhaustion.
Scenes had sometimes occurred here, also, which
a sense of delicacy prevented him from describ¬
ing. He attributed all these evils to the delay on
the part of the House of Representatives in send¬
ing here the appropriation bills; and he read a
statement showing the time in each s<;Asion for a
number of years past, in which the House had
sent here the civil and diplomatic appropriationbill, the army appropriation bill and the navy ap¬
propriation bill, respectively.He wss in favor of doubling the compensationof members and giving it in the shape of >n annual
salary, to shorten the sessions; considered the
right and power of the Senate to originate appro¬
priation bills, and argued that if they have that
power they should exercise it.
Mr. CLAYTON agreed with Mr. Bkodhead,that this has been a great evil, and said that

twenty-seven years ago it was as bad as it is now.
No measures have been taken competent to arrest
it. He was in favor of the resolution and had no
doubt of the power of the Senate to originate those
bills.

Mr. TOOltlBS remarked lhat the evil wai a

crying one, and had no doubt of the power of the
Senate to originate appropriation bills; but this was
not the true remedy. The difficulty was occasion¬
ed by the large number of amendments tacked on
by the two Houses at a Iste period of the session;and, unless some measures were taken to cut
them off and refuse to accept any amendments
within ten, twenty, or thirty days of the adjourn¬
ment, nothing could be effected to remedy the
evil of which they all complained.Mr. SEWARD would cheerfully vote for the
resolution, but did not think proper to commit
himself to the propriety of the remedy proposed.Mr. HAMLIN thought that in all cases sufficient
lime ahould be allowed to intervene between the
action on the appropriation bill* and the time of
adjournment, to give an opportunity for the bill to
be killed and another introduced, if such a course
ahould become neceaaary in consequence of ob¬
jectionable amendmenta. Aa it waa now, the
Senate were obliged to take the bill aa it waa
preaented, with all the objectionable matter that it
might contain.

After a few remarka by Mr. BAYARD and Mr.
CLAYTON the reaolution waa agreed to.

MTfJ/kMIN S. ROBERTS.

Mr. FOOT called up the reaolution which he
submitted aeveral daya ago, ordering the printingof the report of Capt. Roberta in relation to the
American flag which had been the firat planted
upon the capital of Mexico.
Mr. BROwN thought the report did not do

juatice to Gen. Quitman. He waa willing to
award all poanible honor to Capt. Roberta; he
would not conaent to aee honor* bestowed upon
a captain in the line, to the exclusion of hia MajorGeneral

Mr. FOOT thought that the Committee on
Military AfTaira waa the proper tribunal to investi¬
gate that matter, and deride to whom the honor
belonged, and he moved that the resolution be
referred to that committee ; which waa agreed to.

COLOREl, MONTGOMERY.
On motion by Mr. BROWN, a reaolution waa

adopted requesting the President of the United
States to communicate to the Senate the proceed¬
ings of the court martial in the case of Colonel
Montgomery, of the United Statea army.
On motion the Senate adjourned to meet on

Thuraday next.

Iloue* of Repreacntatlvea.
The House proceeded to vote for a Speaker,

viva vorf, with the following reault:
Mr. Banks 101

Richardson.. 73

Fuller 29
Penniugton 6
Orr 1
William#. 1
Millson 1
Porter 1
H. Bennett 1

Whole number of votes 214
Necessary to a choice 108

The next vote was us follows:
Mr. Bauks 99

Richardsou 73
Fuller 30
Pennington. 6
Orr 1
Williams .1
Millson 1
Porter 1
H Bennett 1

Whole number of votes 214
Necessary to a choice 108

The ninety-seventh trial resulted as follows:
Mr. Banks 97

Richardson 73
Mr. Fuller 30
Pennington 8
Orr 2
Williams 1
Millson 1
Porter 1
H. Bennett 1

Whole number of votes 214
Necessary to a choice 108

The ninety-eighth trial resulted as follows :

Mr. Banks 99
Richardson 72
Fuller 30
Pennington 9
Orr 1
Williams1
Millson 1
Porter 1
H.Bennett 1

Whole number of votes
Necessary to a choice..

:216
.109

Mr. EUSTIS, while the above vote was being
taken, rose (. r the purpose of making a personal
explanation. He had voted for Mr. Fuller be¬
cause that gentleman was presented to hint as a

most*acceptable candidate.as an honorable and
conservative gentleman; and he should vote for
him as long as he permitted hi* name to be used
before the House. He then proceeded to state,
in a very few words, what is the position of the
Americaii^jarty in Louisiana. They hold that re¬
ligious faith is a question between every individ¬
ual and his God, and consider that any attempt to
abridge or circumscribe religious freedom is un¬
worthy of our great country, and must be repudi¬
ated. In this spirit Louisiana repudiates the
eighth section of the Philadelphia platform, plac¬
ing itself on the broad basis of civil and religious
liberty. It would be remembered that Mr. Flour-
noy, the American candidate for the Governor¬
ship of Virginia, avowed, in a letter, that he would
never vote for a Roman Catholic for office. Thank
God! be was defeated. There was enough in that
letter to defeat ten thousand candidates for otfice.
He expressed the hope that every man who holds
such odious doctrines will meet with as deep a

political grave as Mr. Flournoy. He would pre¬fer that his rigbt arm should wither rather than be
connected with any party whose direct purpose is
to persecute American Catholics in this country.It made him blush when he saw Protestant clergy¬
men dragging their robes in the mire of party poli¬tics. The Legislatures are full of gentlemen in
black coats and white cravats; this Congress is
full of them; but, he asked, show me a Catholic
priest or an accredited agent of'the Bishop of

be protected himself by French bayonets, as theywould protect a prisoner.
Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, replied to Mr.Eustis.

He thanked Got! that no Catholic priest nor ac¬
credited agent of the Church of Rome was here,
and hoped that if the country should survive a
thousand years there never will be one here.
The gentleman ought to remember that if there
are no Catholic priests here, that fraternity, in
their assemblies, have, from the first, arrayedthemselves on the side of power and against lib¬
erty. He denounced Roman Catholics because
spiritually, temporally, and politically, they owed
their allegiance to the Pope of Rome, above the
Constitution.
Mr. TAYLOR, of Louisiana, briefly replied to

Mr. Smith, showing that, during the French Rev¬
olution, the Catholic priests joined the third estate
(the people) agaiust the nobles and the clergv, and
gave motion and power to the popular element
which achieved freedom in France.
Mr. PERCY WALKER acquiesced in the opin¬ions expressed by Mr. Eustis; and he announced

to the House and the country that he took issue,
openly and direcdy, with his honorable colleague,(Mr. Smith, of' Alabama.) He had yet to seethe
first native American Catholic who acknowledgedhis obligations to any other power to be para¬
mount to the great organic law of the land.
The House adjourned till Wednesday.

The poor old man, he has to

J03\Ti\-B P. XjBV V ,

Importer und Dealer
IN

WINKS, LKil'ORB, HEOARS,
AND

FINE G ROCERIE8.
General Commission and ForirardlnfMerchant,
No. 474 Pen*. A vende, two doors below U. S.

Hotel,
WASHINGTON CITT, D. C.

ILT N. B. Country Merchants are requested to
give me a call before purchasing elsewhere.

Also, Agent fortbe Farmers' and Mechanics'
Fire and Marine, and Lire Insurance Company
of Philadelphia, for the ports and towns of Alex-
andria, Va.. and Georgetown, D. C.
Oct 20.ly

STRAW HATS..We have now opened
our Spring supply of Straw Goods, and are

prepared to show a full assortment. All our
goods being bought for cash, we are prepared to
sell at the lowest prices. STEVENS'S
May 3.3tif Sales Room, Brown's Hotel.

PR AYEIt BOOKS AND BIBLES..
Just received a very large assortment of

Prayer Books and Bibles. In all kind of bindings;the best assortment, perhaps, to be found in th«
country.

Also, a large assortment of English Books in
History, Poetry, dtc., and the best American edi¬
tion* on the same subjects.

R. FARNHAM,

RAPPAHANNOCK ACADEMY.
IjV)R LEAHE OR RENT.The subscri¬

ber having determined to discontinue teach¬
ing school, offers for Lease or Rent the Rappa¬hannock Academy, which be withes to disposeotfor the next four years. There has been a school
at the place for forty y«ars. It is situated seven
teen miles below Fredericksburg, immediately on
the road between that place and Port Royal.The locality can be aurpassed by none for beauty
or healthfulneas, is supplied with all necessarybuildings, which are in good repair and will ac¬
commodate seventy border*.
Teachers wishing to keep a boarding school,will do well by calling to see the place before

bargaining elsewhere.
Address the subecriber at Port Royal. Caroline

county, Virginia.
Nov. 27. THOMAS R. THORNTON.

NEW BOOK8..The Heiress of Ha ugh ton,
or the Mother's Secret, a novel, by the au¬

thor of "Emily Wyndhsm," "RavensclifT," Arc.Price 37| cents.
WAIKNA, or Adventures on the MosquitoShore, by Samuel A. Bard, with sixty illustrations.Price SI 55.
ART-HINTS.Architecture, Sculpture, andPainting, by James Jackson Jarvis. Price $1 .25-Just received.

R. FARNHAM,Corner Pennsylvania avenue and 11th street.

HCHONENBEHO A THUN,r KCHTS-C0!*stri,r*t*n
oknerai, AMERICAN AND FOREIGN AOENCY,For the Collection of Claim*, the Procurement of

Patent*, Bounty Land*, and Pen«ion*.

BUREAU OF TRANSLATION
From the French, Spanish, Italian, and German
Language*, and for Topographical and other
Drawing*.

No. 4W>4, 7th Street, Waahington City, D. C.No* 18 if

A UTOMOGRAPHY OF A JOURNEY-
man Printer..The Worlcingman's Way in

the World, being the Autobiography of a Journey¬
man Printer.

Claaaic and Hiatoric Patriots, by Jasnes Bruce,Just published and for sale at
TAYLOR ft MAURY'S

jfortign Jnltlligtiut.
AUKIVAL Of THE AHAliO.

four days later f.oiu Kurop*.
lurr«ttd«rofK»r> Contrmtd.Mor* Peacs

Rumors.

New York, Jan. 6.-.The steamship Arago,
with London dates to December Id, arrived
here at 2 o'clock this afternoon, with 140 pas¬
sengers and a cargo of merchandise, valued at

over $2,000,000.
The London Daily News affirms that Swe¬

den has ratified the treaty with England and
France. The allied powers guarantee the ter¬
ritorial integrity of Sweeden, and the latter
engages not to alienate any part of her terri¬
tory to Russia. The contracting parties also
engage to communicate reciprocally all pro¬
positions coming from Russia.
Rumors of peace were still abundant in

France and England.
Count Esterhazy had left Vienna for St.

Petersburg on the 16th Inst., with important
despatches, containing propositions of a pacific
nature. It was stated that if the Czar refuses
an acceptance, Austria will withdraw her am¬

bassador from St. Petersburg.
Both the London News and Times express

strong doubts of the acceptance of the propo¬
sitions by the Czar. Count Esterhazy's instruc
tions are, to return immediately iii the event of
the Czar's refusal to negotiate.
The difficulty which existed between the

English and the French Governments, relative
to the conditions on which peace should be
made, has been arranged through the efforts of
the King of Sardinia.
The surrender of Kars to the Russians was

confirmed. Nine Pachas, together with Gene¬
ral Williams and sixteen thousand troops were
made prisoners. Among the munitions of war
taken were one hundred and twenty field pieces,
and some heavy guns. The Russian General
Belntoff, has established his head quarters at
Kutais, and intends shortly to resume the of¬
fensive against Anakla and Redoubt Kale.
The army was abundantly supplied with pro¬
visions by the Armenians. The defiles be¬
tween Kars and Erzeroume were held by the
Russians.
The affairs in the Crimea were-quiet.
Great preparations continue to be made on

the Baltic by the Russians for the reception of
the British fleet next Spring.

The Russian ambassador arrived at St.
Petersburgh on the 9th of December.

Kxccutlon of Miller.
Frederick Miller, the German who murdered

Dr. J. F. C. Hadel and young Graff, was exe¬
cuted at Cumberland on Friday lust, in the
presence of an immense qoncourse of persons.He protested his innocence to the last, acknow¬
ledging, however, that he robbed the doctor's
office, but utterly refusing to confess the double
murder. Of his guilt there can be no possibledoubt, and the miserable man thus diea with a
falsehood on his lips. When the attending
circumstances are considered, the crimes of
this man may be looked upon as among the
most attrocious ever perpetrated. Two unof¬
fending men were ruthlessly butchered, and
one of them fearfully mutilated merely to
gratify the assassin's desire of lucre. It was a

case, the parallel of which the criminal annals
of our country fail to furnish.

Sleutge of Governor Gardner.
The message of Governor Gardner, of Mas¬

sachusetts, recommends 21 years, residence of
foreign born citizens, and ability to read and
write, before they are allowed to vote ; depre¬
cates the passage of the personal liberty act
by the last Legislature, and urges its speedy
repeal; suggests a reduction of the number of
the popular branch of the Legislature, and de¬
nounces lobbying legislation. The message is
thoroughly Native American in its tone.

EH FALL AND WINTER GOODS.
±y W. H. STANFORD, Merchant Tailor. No
4b6*Pennsylvania avenue, four doors west of Third
street, has returned from New York, and is now
receiving his new and elegant slock of Goods
adapted to fall and winter wear, to which he
would respectfully invite the attention of his
friends and the public. Returning his thanks for
the liberal patronage heretofore bestowed on him, he
would assure all that all diligence and care will
be taken to fill all orders in his usual elegant stylenf fit and finish, at the shortest notice and at the
lowest possible pricea.

Also, a beautiful stock of Furnishing Goods.
Sep 29.°2w3wif

HARLEM kl NGMLEY'N NEW WORK.
The Voyage* and Adventure* of Sir AmgasLeigh, Knight of Rurrougb, in the county of De¬

von, in the reign of her most glorious MajestyQueen Elizabeth, rendered into modern English,by Charles Kingsley, author of " Hypotin," "Alton
Jx>cke," file.
A Treatise on Punctuation, designed for letter

writer*, authors, printers, and correctors of the
press, and for the use of acbools and academies,with an Appendix, containing Rule* on the use ot
Capitals, a List of Abreviations, Hint* on the Pre¬
paration of Copy and on Proof Reading, Speci¬
men* of Proof Sheeta, ficc., by John Wilson; .priceSI.

Hewitt's Boy's Ad ventures in the WUdsof Aus
tralia.
An Essay on the Tides: Theory of tho Two

Force*, by Alexander Wilcox, M. D.
Patent Office and Patent Laws, or a guide to

inventor*, and a book of reference forjudge*, law-

Jers, magistrates, and others, with Appendicea,
y J. O. Moore, price $1 25.
The Altar at Home, Prayer* for the Family and

the Closet, by Clergymen in and near Boston,Mecond edition.
Just published, and for sale at

TAYLOR Ac MAURY'S Book.tore,
owe;WORTH'S Native Wine* anil Bran-I J die*. -I have just received, and keep con¬

stantly on band, Sparkling and Dry Catawba, theSweet Isabella Wir.ea, and Catawba Brandy.These Wines are made from the pure juice of the
grape, and pronounced to be the most wholeaome
beverage in u*e. B. JOST, Agent.Also, Importer and Dealer in all kinds of Wiu«s,Liquors and Cigars, 181 Pennsylvania Avenue.Jan. 30.2aw3m*

LAW PARTNERSHIP.
OI1ERT J.W ALKKK A L.OIJIH J A Nl NIX have formed a co-partnership under the firmof" Wai.kkr fit Jaw*," for the management and

argument of cases in the Supreme Court of theUnited States, and before the Court of Ciaima, atWashington city.
Addresa: Washington, D C.
May 10.3meod

NDER HHIRTH AND DRAWER*..u Another and a very large aupply of WarmUnder Shirta and Drawer* thi* day opened, of thebest quality and at low and uniform prices, at
STEVENS'S Salea Room,

LONCiFEl.I.OWm NEW POEM. . The
Song of Hinwatha, by Henry WadworthLongfellow. Price tl.

Curious Stories about Fniriet and other FunnyPeop'e. Price 75 cents.
Juat published and for aale at

TAYLOR it MAURY'S Bookatore,

Nov 15.3iif Brown'a Hotel.

Nov 15. near 9th street.

FOR HAl.R OR I.EASK, Lot 11, Wqnare250, fronting on Pennsylvania avenue, the
¦ne on which the Apollo Hall formerly atood.The lot ha» a front of 48 feet 4 inchea, by an aver¬
age depth of about 88 feet.
The term* of *«le will be; One fourth in eaah;the balance in one, two, and three year*, with

intereat, aatiafactorily secured; or it will be lea*edfor a term, from one year up to twenty.There i* no uae in recapitulating the command-
ing appearance of the locality of the above lot, a*it in generally conceded to be one of the beat lota
now vacant on I'ennaylvania avenue.
Inquire of W*. Mmiow, 334 G atreet, or at K.C. Dtk*'«.

rp H K AMERICAN MPORTHIHAN, Con-X taining Hinta to Sportamen. Note* on Sport-
ng, and the Habit* of the Game Rirda and WildFowl of Amefica, by Eli*ha J. Lewia, M. D., with
nnmeroua illuatration*. For aale at

TAYLOR & MAURY'S
Jan. 4 Book Store, near Ninth atreet.


